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[t was important to Sophia and Noman to incorporate
western culture in to their Pakistani wedding.

Sophia and Noman wore traditional Pakistani wedding
attire with a twist. The bride’s dress, normally red, was
white to reflect Sophia’s mother’s Catholic heritage.
Noman, wore a Sherwani, traditional Pakistani grooms
attire, with a boutonniere which 15 not.

Their wedding weekend started on Thursday. Sophia
had henna designs applied to her hands before the
Mehndi. The Mehndi is a prenuptial celebration with
family and close friends in which the bride wears simpler
cloths and less make-up. Rather than having one for the
men and one for the women, Sophia and Noman incor-

porated theirs together.

The Muslim cere-
mony had a very
western look. “It was
mostly an American
wedding,”  Sophia
recalled, From|
Sophia’s father
walking her down
the aisle, to the pres-
ents of bridesmaids and groomsmen at the altar it looked
like most other weddings in Central Florida.

After 440 guests witnessed their very western first dance,
Sophia’s father got a long time wish granted by dancing
with his daughter on her wedding day.

“The music was important to me,” Sophia said. “Tt was
important that we had a good mix of music for our
guests,” she added. Amecrican, Spanish as well
as Pakistami favorites were all played throughout

tl’l(_' (.T\.-'CHiI"lg.

Another very western tradition incorporated into their
wedding was the tossing of the bouquet. Not to be left
out, Noman tossed his hat to the gentleman in licu of the

garter toss.

The following day the couple continued their wedding
celebration. The groom's family hosted a second recep-
tion called a Valima, at the Renaissance Resort. 440 guests
Once again, i‘w|p('{i them celebrated the night away.

I psyched myself out that something would go wrong,
but nothing ever did, Sophia said. Their perfectly extend-
ed wedding weekend, was truly the best of both worlds.
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